About three quarters of an inch of ashes are put on once a year and well rolled in, and the court is watered and rolled in the summer every day, the boy who is employed in the laboratories finding time to do this part of the work. The ashes cost nothing, as they are the waste product of the steam boiler. I don't think that asphalt will be found satisfactory. It is pretty certain to crack, unless it is done with Seyssel asphalt in the most expensive way possible. I have heard of a mixture of ashes and tar being used and proving a good material, but I have no personal experience of this.
